1 4 
LETTER 


A Frenchman at PARIS, 
AC T O 
His Countryman at the HA GUE; 


O N 


The preſent Diſpute between France and 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


Tranſlated from the FRENCH. 


LONDON: | 
Printed for S. Br Abox, at the Paper- Mill, in 
Pater-nofter-Row. WopccLv1. 


f Price One Shilling. ] | 


My dear Friend, 


N what calamities are our ambitious, enter- 


pfifing miniſters going to involve us? That 
uſt of extending he dominion of our Grand 
onafth, by means right or wrong, will I fear at 
laſt prove the utter ruin of the Calic empite, 
Our foreign trade is in effect already ruined; and, 
if our attempts ſhould happen to be attended with 
ill ſuccefs tand for my part I can ſee no hopes ol 
better), the conſequence muſt be, that this nation 
will de mote humbled and diſgraced than it was 
in the War to Which the peace of Utrecht. put an 
ab IS... oo. 


We have always been ſufferers by our wars 
with the Engliſb: and though in the laſt ve camę 
off conquerors on the continent, yet by the ter- 
rible loſſes we fultained in our ſhipping at ſea for 
the laſt two years, it was viſible tb the Whole 
French nation, that if hoſtilities had been wholly 
confined to that clement, or continued on it b 

1 year of two longer, our nayal force muſt have 
e B been 
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been ruined perhaps beyond repair. And pray 
what better have we to expect, in caſe our mini- 
ſters ſhould be ſo preſumptuous, and tempt the 
wrath of Heaven ſo far, as in earneſt to enter into 
a war with Great Britain; at a time when ſhe 
is ſo vaſtly ſuperior to us in her naval ſquadrons, 
as well as ſtrongly fortified by the forces which 
our miniſters have given them time to raiſe at 
home, and her ſtrong alliances formed abroad? 
After reading ſo many pamphlets, wherein, as 
you ſay, the Engliſh have been made aggreſſors, 
and the cauſe of France hath been defended as the 
moſt juſt and upright, you will doubtleſs wonder 
what can induce me to tax our miniſters with pre- 
ſumption, and tempting the wrath of Heaven. Theſe 
words, you will ſay, call for an explanation; and 
methinks I ſee you in the condition of a man im- 
patiently expecting one. Alas! my friend, I fear 
the remedy will appear worſe to you than the diſ- 
eaſe : in removing one pain from your mind, 1 
apprehend that I ſhall only infuſe into it another, 
which muſt give you real torment,” I mult tell 
you then, that you have been egregiouſly im- 
poſed on by thoſe Fl which are in them- 
ſelves utterly falſe, and were written by the hire - 
lings of our court, with no other view but to ſpi- 
rit up our people to ſupport their meaſures, and 
prejudice the neighbouring nations againſt. the 
Engliſh, particularly the German princes, by a 
falſe repreſentation of facts. Our miniſters ho 
by that artifice, either to draw them into alliances 
with France, or at leaſt prevent them from enter- 
ing into any with Great Britain. But how un- 
Happily have they miſcarried in their deſign? 
Their attempt has had a contrary effect. The 


' 
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Britiſh miniſters have, been too many for ours this 
time in forecaſt. They anticipated them in all 
their deſigns, and even in their application to fo- 
reign courts, whom they had prepoſſeſſed with 
the juſtice of their pretenſions, and to whom 
they had repreſented the proceedings of our mini- 
ſters in a very unfavourable light, long before 
they offered their partial and mutilated memorials 
to their peruſal, which have only ſerved to con- 
firm the accuſations of the Britiſb court. 


If I . to be an advocate for the Engliſh, 
or to ſpeak in their behalf, you may already ſee 
the grounds for it. I am perſuaded our mini- 
ſters have been acting a very unjuſt part by them; 
and as Heaven will never favour the cauſe of 
injuſtice, neither ought any good Catholic to ap- 
E of it. Beſides, I think I already ſee the 
and of God viſibly ſtretched out to oppoſe and 
blaſt the deſigns of our politicians, by the diſap- 
intments and croſſes which hitherto they have 
met with in all their proceedings. But to return 
to my ſubject: ad 


By partial and mutilated memorials, I mean the 
edition of them printed in 1754 at the Loudre. 
Theſe you imagine perhaps contain all which 
paſſed between the miniſters of both nations du- 
ring their negotiation ; but in this you are greatly 
miſtaken. There was another memorial deli- 
vered in, by way of Reply to that of our miniſters; 
which hath been omitted in their edition, for the 
reaſons mentioned in the hiſtory which follows of 
thoſe tranſactions, It is on this account that I 
give the epithets of partial and mutilated to the 
Leuvre impreſſion : and as it is ſolely from the laſt 

Fey B 2 French 


— 


2 „ — — — — —— OMG — L 


— - 


| 


deſign is on the weak and credulous, who are ger 
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French memorial contained in the ſaid edition, 
that thoſe pamphlets, publiſhed in favour of the, 


French ſyſtem, have drawn all their authorities, 


you may ealily judge whether they, can, be TAS 
likely to give a juſt and true repreſentatign of, 
facts. If they were, is it to be imagined the Re-. 
ph would be ſuppreſſed by our miniſters ? For, 
what end can you conceive it to be kept out of, 
vou ſight, but to conceal from you the ſtare, of, 
things, repreſented in a light extremely, Ute 
from that in which they appear in the memoria 
publiſhed by ours ? . => 


As to the Summary Diſcuſſion, which you. ſem, 
to place ſuch entire dependance on, it is no more 
than an abridgment of that memorial; and the 
Dutch obſervator, (which you have an opinion of), 
only the eccho to, or comment on, the Summary 
Diſcuſſion. So that, from whar has been ſaid, you 
may reaſonably conclude, what is really the caſe, 
that you are not to expect from them a true ſtats 
of tlie affair, or indeed the truth of any fact which 
does not favour the intereſt of our nation. Thoſe 
pamphlets, in ſhort, are written to impoſe and 
miſiead, not to declare the truth, or inform you. 
They are publiſhed under the direction of our 
miniſters, to ſupport their ſyſtem concerning the 


ancient limits of Acadie, and to. ruin the credit 


of the Ergliſh in foreign courts; by repreſenting 


them in as bad a light as they are able to paint 


them, ng matter whether the colours be true or 


Thoſe authors know they cannot well deceive 
men of underſtanding, and diſintereſted: their chief 


ly 
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nexally, captivated by the firſt. report af things. 
and om gp the prejudices 1 10 861 9414 


But, after all, this is a miſtaken notion: for 
ſuch are not the perſons who are able ta promote 
their cauſe; nor are ſuch writings fit to influence 
the, men of weight and. gaod ſenſe. either at 
home or abroad. I can aſſure you, here they 
haye a very different conception of things from 
what you entertain at the Hague. They were du- 
bious of the ſyſtem of qur, miniſters all along; 
bur, ſince they have ſeen their memorials, they are 
convinced that it is a downright fraud, a bare-faced 
impoſition. They are aſhamed” to ſee a cauſe, 
which they have hitherto cried up as the moſt. 
clear and evident, ſhould owe all its ſupport to 
miſrepreſenting and ſuppreſſing ſacts, wrong quo- 
tations, and endleſs chicaneries. They wonder 
how they could venture to preſent ſuch a com- 
poung.of falſehood and abſurdities to miniſters of 
oreign courts ; who mult be offended no leſs at 
the low opinion, it diſcovers, ours to have of their 
capacities, as the impoſition. deſigned on their 
reaſon and diſcernment, 35-1 | 


You may, judge what opinion they entertain of 
the - Summary Diſcuſſion, The publication of 
this piece, they ſay, is a very impolitic ſtep of 
our miniſters, as it puts it in the power of all 
people of the moſt moderate capacities every 
Where to diſcover their artifices and falſe poſts : 

which might. have been concealed from them by 
being confined. to the voluminous memorials 
themſel ves, to which very few would ever be able 
ta have recourſe. Sothat they conclude they, have, 
by that means, brought their ſyſtem into a more 
TX --* > —an__ 
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general diſcredit, and weakened their intereſt by 
the loſs of ſuch a conſiderable, as well as inte- 
reſting party of men, who otherwiſe, in all pro- 
bability, might have been prejudiced in their fa - 
vour no leſs than the reſt. 


However that be, this is certain, that the 
middle claſs of people, as well as great numbers 
of the nobility, are greatly diſſatisfied with the 
conduct of our miniſters on this occaſion; and 
think it very hard- that the nation ſhould be 
forced into a moſt expenſive, as well as hazardous 
war, to ſupport an unjuſt and chymerical ſyſtem 
of their own framing: the impoſition of which 
they have expoſed to the world themfelves, by 
aſſigning Acadi# one ſort of antient limits one 
year, and another very different ſort the next, 


By ſuch conduct the nation's credit muſt be 
ruined to ſuch a degree that all foreign powers 
will be afraid to truſt us; and ſcorn to enter in- 
to an alliance with a nation which has been ca- 
pable of acting ſuch an unjuſt, and indeed perfi- | 
dious part, in direct violation of the moſt ſolemn 
treaties. Already we experience the effects of 
their pernicious meaſures, in finding ourſelves un- 
able-to gain one conſiderable ſtate either to join 
us or declare themſelves neuters; while ſome of 
the prime powers of Europe have made no fcruple 
to enter into an alliance with the Zngh;h. Muſt - 
not this ariſe from their being Toro con- 
vinced of the juſtice of their cauſe? Is it to be 
imagined that they would have leagued with 
them had they found them E on diſ- 
honeſt principles, and aiming to defraud ' our 
Monarch of his juſt rights ? TEN HY 

* I ſhall 
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1 ſhall drop the further purſuit of chis ſubject 
here, 9 ſhall have * occaſion to ſay, more 
upon it hereafter and return to the court writers, 
whom [I repreſented as ſet to work, not to in- 
form, but miſlead the public. You would clear- 
ly perceive this, were you critically to examine 
tote pieces, or to read the memorials. thetn- 
ſelves, eſpecially, accompanied with the Reply of 
the Eyghþ commiſſaries, which has detected 4 
great deal of very unfair dealing on our fide; 
and was for that reaſon ſuppreſſed by our mini- 
ſters in the above-mentioned edition printed at the 
Louvre. This Reply has opened the eyes of 
great numbers of people here, as well as in other 
countries, who before ſaw a good deal of teaſon 
to be diffatisfied with thoſe memorials : which, 
being ſpun out to a very voluminous bulk, and 
introducing ſeveral matters which feem not per- 
tinent to the ſubject, were conſidered as com- 
piled rather to perplex the cauſe, and ſmother the 
truth, than to bring it to light. For. the whole 
matter in diſpute turns on the ſingle queſtion, 
hat are the antient limits of Acadie, ceded by France 
in the treaty of Utrecht ?. A point which people 
of judgment conceive might have been through- 
ly diſcuſſed in a very few ſheets of paper, 


The ſuſpicion ariſing from this circumſtance 
made the curious more inquiſitive into the caſe ; 
and, by tracing things from one hand to ano- 
ther, the connoiſſeuts pretend to have diſcovered 
the original ſpring of our miniſters ſyſtem. The 
do et Erie to declare, among their friends ani 
acquaintances whom they can truſt, that it is; 
contrivance ſet on foot by thoſe in power, ſoon af- 
ter the treaty of Utrecht, in order to get . 
« » 7 g 


the Engliſb were entitled to all the country which 
| | at 


To 
by addreſs, from the Engliſh, the country of Aa- 
at; Ne procure. a peace in 1713, Lew- 


7s XIV. Was, in a manner, compelled againſt his 
will to cede to them. | 


It is well known with what reluctance that 
prince parted with all Acadie, to the Queen of 
Great Britain; and how much he laboured to in- 
duce her to reſtore it, in lieu of a very tempting 
equivalent, or rather more than equivalent: which, 
however, had no influence on her; ſhe being in- 
flexibly reſolved to have the right of poſſeſſion 
yielded up. But, although Lewis le Grand was 
ſo deſirous to have recovered Acadié, which, in 
1710, had been taken by the Exgliſb, in the re- 
duction of Port Royal; yet it does not appear that 
he ever had the leaſt deſign of getting it again 
out of the hands of that nation by unfair or col - 
luſive means: nor does fame offer to; ſully his 
glorious memory, by the imputation of ſo atro- 
cious a deſign. * 55 | 


] 


This ſcheme to dupe the Exgifs out of Acadee, 
is ſaid to have been laid by the miniſters who 
were in place in the beginning of the regency of 
the Duke of Orleans. The firſt thing to Ke, 
was to ſettle a plan to proceed upon. This was 
a difficult matter, as they found the clauſe of ceſ- 
ſion ſo ſtrongly worded, and drawn up with fo 
much precaution, that they could not find out 
any flaw or miſtake on which to ground a pretext 
for diſputing the Exgliſb title to the whole, or 
even to a part; . inaſmuch as France cedes the 
whole of Nova Scotia, or Acadit, without excep- 
tion : which plainly implied, that, by the treaty, 
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at any time before had gone under either of theſe 
two names. They had, beſides, formally taken 
poſſeſſion of it in Aaguſt 1714, in preſence” of 
the French commiſſaries ſent by the governor of 
Lewiſbourg in jie-Reyal, (or Cape Breton, ) to carry 
that part of the treaty into execution. 


However, as the country was ceded e 
to its autient limits, and theſe limits were n 

expreſsly ſpecified in the treaty, as me- thinks they 
ought to have been; they reſolved to take x 
vantage of theſe words, and inſiſt that the EN 
liſh were far from being intitled to all Nova: Sch. 
tia or Acadie : under pretence that they were in- 
titled, hy the treaty, to no more of the caun 

in queſtion than what was contained within the 
exticnt limits of Acadic; and that thoſe antient 
2 were much more contracted than the mo- 


This objection to the Engl pretenſi 
ſtarted in 1719, by our commiſlaries who, were 
appointed to ſettle the boundaries between Canada 
and the province of Hudſons Bay; but as our 
miniſters had not yet determined what limits were 
to he given to their antient Aradiq, nothing farther 
paſſed at that time on the occaſion. 33 
ſoon after, they ſeem to have come to ſame ſort 
of determination in the matter, ſince the Sieur 
William. de PIfle, who, in his maps publiſhed 
before the treaty of Utrecht, extended the bounds 
of Acadie conſiderably beyond the peninſula; in 
chat of all America, ſet forth in 1723, reſtrains 
them to ſome what leſs than the peninſula: which 
he is ſuppoſed to have done by direction of the 
miniſters at that time in 8 2 RES Ig 
oy * Thus 


N 
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Thus things ſtood, ' without any application 
made on our fide to the Eugliſb, about ſettling the 
limits of this country, till the year 1740 or 1744 3 
when father Charlevoix, the Jeſuit, in his Hiſtory 
of New France, undertook to treat of the antient 
limits of Acadie. In doing this, it ſeems, he is 
charged with miſquoting paſſages of authors, and 
miſrepreſenting facts; for which he has been ſe- 
verely handled by a late Exgliſb writer. He affirms, 
That, in the opinion of all the hiſtorians and 
geographers,, excepting Champlain and Denys, 
Acagdie includes the whole peninſula.” And, al- 
though, among the limits which he has collected 
from authors, he does not take upon him to de- 
termine which are the antzent limits, nor to ſet 
up his own opinion againſt that of ſo many other 
learned men; yet, he found a flaw in wording 
the treaty of Utrecht, which, in his judgment, 
reduced Acadie to leſs than the e ſince, 
by the ceſſion of Acadib, and alſo Port-Royal, it 
appeared as if Port-Royal did not belong to it. 
At length, the treaty of Aix la Chapelle having 
reſtored, peace to Europe, our miniſters, after ſo 
many years deferring the negociation, reſolved 
to ſet it on foot; and having fixt on a plan of 
limits, in 1749 ſent over the Sieur Durand to the 
Engliſo Miniſters. with a memorial; wherein the 
circumference of the whole peninſula was aſſigned 
to be the antient limits of Acadie, and that upon 
the authority of all the hiſtorians and maps ef all 
nations. 
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_ Here then, at 1aft the antient limits of Atul 
ſeemed to be fixed by our miniſters ; and it would 
have been well if they had adhered to that deter- 
mination : for then, although they ſhould not 

f 3 have 
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have been able to make good their ſyſtem; yet, 
they might have avoided the diſhonourable im- 
putation, which is now faſtened upon them, of 
having contrived that ſcheme on purpoſe to gain 


their point, and defraud the Engifo of their right. 


But there is a fatality attending all frauds and 
impoſitions of this kind, which generally infatu- 
ates the contrivers, and renders their deſigns li- 
able to a detection, whereof the preſent caſe af- 
fords a remarkable inſtance : for next year, when 
the Engliſb commiſſaries came to Paris to diſcuſs 
this affair of the limits, our commiſfaries aſ- 
ſigned for the antient limits of Aradie, the coaſt 
of the peninſula, from Cape St. Mary, round by 
Cape Sable to Canſeau. E 


The Engliſb commiſſaries ſurprized, as well 
they might, at this alteration (about a point which 
they conceived ought to be invariable, and which 
they imagined was well known to them) de- 
manded the reaſon for it; and inſiſted that the 
French miniſters ought to adhere to the limits 
which had been fixed by them the year before, 
and deſcribed by the Sieur Durand: alledging, that 
they could not, at pleaſure, recede from the limits 
they had once propoſed, and ſubſtitute others in 
their ſtead: that this ſhewed that they in reality 
did not know themſelves what the aztient limits 
were; and gave a ſuſpicion that their diſtinction 
about antient limits, was only a contrivance of 
theirs, to impoſe on the Eugliſb, and get back 
again by fraud what they had before given up to 
them by treaty.” | | 14 
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"To chi. it ſeems, they made a very odd an- 
fwer, alledging, * That the Sieur Durand was 
* not ſent over to ſettle the limits; and had been 
i deceived in his notions about che antient limits 
„% of Acagie, by depending on the Engliſh maps 
* and other bad authorities.” Thus throwing 
the blame of the miniſters on Mr. Durand. But 
this is looked on here as 4 poor ſhift, and which 
indeed is not at all probable : for how cati it be 
ſuppoſed that gentleman drew up his memorial 
out of his own head; or would venture to pre- 
ſcribe any bounds to Acadit without their ex- 
preſs directions ? 


Far from it; we are told, that bene Mr. Du- 
rand was ſent over to Land = miniſters had 
ſeveral conferences for chuſin a plan of limits 
out of thoſe mentioned Father Charlevbix; 
abour. which they vere muc divided. | 


Some were for allowing the Sue "_ whole 
peninſula of Acadit: becauſe they thought they 
could not allow them leſs, as Acadie, in he opi- 
nion of all the beſt biſtorians, compriſed ſo 
much; and that the more they allowed the com- 
plainants, the more ready they would be to com- 
Ply with thei terms, 


Others were for reducing the bob of Habit, 
to the coaſt from Cape St. Mary to Canſeau, ac- 
cording to the defcription or Denys: alledgin 
that the expreſs teſtimony of a perſon who hag 
been ſo long in the country itſelf, and might 
therefore be ſuppoſed to know the bounds of it, 
would be of more weight, in fixing the point, 


than the declaration of hiſtorians and geogra- 
phers, 
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who never had been on the ſpot. They 
added alſo, that they had for it only the aſſer- 
tion of Pere Charlevarx, who, as it appeared, was 
very apt to commit miſtakes, and weed, none of 
_ authors excepting one. | 


A third party were for reſtraining the bounds 
of YAcazie to thoſe, afcribed by the fare father to 
Champlizin, from Cape Sable to Carifeen. They 
aſſigned for & reaſon, that ſince they were for-re- 
dacing che limits with which 4cadic was ceded 
by the treaty of Utrecbe, they might as well re- 
pong ur man ny as any other; and it 
might be preſumed, that if — E#nghſþ would 
comply to-accept of the firſt reduction, they would 
not go to war rather than accept of the ſecond. 
They added, that if the — of Denys 
having been in Acauit, gave more authority to the 
limits aſſigned by him than thoſe albgned. by 
the hiſtorians, there was much ftronger-evidence 
to ſupport the limits. aſcribed to Cha „as 
this perſon went with the firſt diſcoverer to Aca- 
die, where he reſided three years at &. Croix and 
Port- Royal; and conſequently was better able to 
give an account of its antient bounds than Dewys, 
who did not go thither till 30 or 40 yeats. after. 


All agreed that the bounds ſuppoſed to dee 
ſcribed by Champlain, were ſupported on much 
better authority, as being more antient than 
thoſe of Denys; which therefore were unanimouſly 
rejected. But then it was aliedged.by one of the 
miniſters, *< that, on examining the paſlage in 
„ queſtion, it would appear that the reverend 
&© father had greatly miſtaken the ſenſe. of that 
author, and quoted him wrong.“ his threw 
them into a new v perplexity, ated: occaſioncd — 

er 
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ther debates; in which ſome were ſtill for ground- 


ing their ſcheme on that paſſage aſcribed to 
Champlain, notwithſtanding the objection. They 
alledged, that although the paſſage referred to 
in Champlain might differ from that of father 
Charlevoix ; yet, as by a little ftraining it might 
be made to bear the ſame ſenſe, it ought to be 
pitched on, for the reaſons before mentioned. 
Others, on the contrary, declared, that the paſ- 
ſages were ſo different, that it would be impoſ- 
ſible to make one paſs for the other; and that, 
by attempting it, they would both explode their 
deſign, and bring reflexions on the well-meaning 
Jeſuit: who might, they ſaid, have miſquoted 
his author purpoſely, with a view to ſerve the in- 
tereſts of his prince. 

Hereupon one or two miniſters, leſs zealous 
in the affair than the reſt, took occaſion from 
this diſagreement of ſentiments, to adviſe them to 
drop their ſcheme, and let their neighbours enjoy 
the right which they had to the whole of Acadit 
in its largeſt ſenſe by the treaty of Urrecht; telling 
them, that they were miſtaken, if they ima- 
«- gined the Exgliſb, from their paſt indolence, 
« would ſuffer ſo great an impoſition on them; 
ec that it was a dangerous experiment; and that, 
c jf they did not make out extremely clear what 
« they undertook to prove, they would by their 
« attempt only bring diſgrace on themſelves and 
the nation.“ | | 


This advice, however, paſt for nothing with the 
other miniſters, who were determined at all events 
to proceed: and accordingly, after a good deal 
of debate, the firſt opinion concerning the ancient 
limits was adopted; and a memorial being drawn 
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up on that foot, Mr. Durand was ſent over with 
it to England, as hath been before relate. 


However, our politicians having reconſidered 
the objections which had been made to their plan 
of limits; and being convinced that it was not ſo 
defenſible as they could have wiſhed it: to make 
ſure of their point, thought proper to ſend orders 
to the governor of Canada to build one or more 
forts, it requiſite, at Beau-Baſin, and on the iſthmus 
of Chignifto; thereby to confine the Engliſh to 
the peninſula, and hinder them from entering on 
the continent- part of Acadie, which they claimed 
in virtue of the treaty of Utrecht, explained by 
their new-coined ſyſtem of ancient limits. | 


It was not till after the Sieur Durand was diſ- 
patched for England, that they begun to look for 
authorities to ſupport their ſyſtem 34 in which 
ſearch they diſcovered thoſe paſſages in Cham- 
plain ſo expreſsly contrary to it. This gave 
them great lexity; and the rather as they 
ſaw it would lay them under a neceſſity of alter- 
ing their limits, and fixing on either thoſe aſcribed 
by Gharlevoix to Champlain himſelf, or elſe thoſe 
deſcribed by Denys, which they had before re- 
jected: for they perceived that the authority of 
hiſtorians would be of no weight againſt that of 
a traveller who had been in the country; and that 
it was neceſſary to oppoſe the authority of one 
traveller to that of another. * 


Moſt of them were inclined to pitch on the limits 
aſcribed to Champlain, as he was much the earlier 
traveller of the two, had ſurveyed all the coaſt from 

the mouth of the river St. Laurence to Cape Cod 


16 J] | 

in New England, and had been above twenty years 
governor of Canada. But it was objected, that if 
they made uſe of the bounds aſcribed to him by 
Charlevaix, and the Exglifþ ſhould diſcover thoſe 
paſſages before mentioned; they would overthrow 
this paſſage, which is indeterminate, by oppoſing 
to it that in which he expreſsly declares the river 
Sl.. Laurence te be its northern heundary. They 
were likewiſe put in mind of what had been ob- 
ſerved in a former council: that, on comparing the 
paſſage Which mentioned the limits, and on which 
they propoled to ground their new ſyſtem, with 
the original, it appeared that father Charlevoix 
had committed ſome miſtake in citing jt. For 
theſe reaſons the ſyſtematie miniſters thought it 
would be better to adopt the limits deſcribed by 
Denys ; and the rather as they would be ſtrongly 
ſupported by the argument drawn by Charlevoix 
from the words of the treaty of Utrecht, which 
cedes Acadie, and alſe Port Royal, as if this place 
was out of Acagie : an argument which they had 
overlooked in ſettling their firſt ſyſtem. 


This ſeemed to be a lucky diſcovery, and re- 
vived their hopes, However, it was objected 
by thoſe on the other ſide, that they ought not 
to rely much on that kind of proof; which, ſup- 
poſing it of any ſolidity, would be overthrown by 
another paſſage of Champlain, which expreſsly de- 
clares Part- Royal to be in Acadie. To obviate 
this objection, the advocates for Denys went fo 
far as to affirm, there was no danger that the paſ- 
ſages of Champlain, which they ſhould ſuppreſs in 
heir memorial, would ever appear againſt 
$4, them; ſince the Engliſu, they 1aid, were too 
-< indolent- ever to give themſelves the trouble 
I * 


I 

i to make a ſearch ſtrict enough to diſcover paſ- 
« {ages which lie ſo much out of the way as 
« thoſe in queſtion.” 


The two miniſters who were againſt the im- 
poſition in general, irritated at their raſnneſs, to 
riſk the credit of the nation on a chance which 
ſeemed to have a thouſand to one againſt them; 
adviſed them once more to leave the Engliſh in 
full poſſeſſion of their rights, and abandon their 
ſyſtem ; „which, they ſaid, was feeble enough 
before, but could not poſſibly ſtand on the foot 
<« of the intended alteration : as it plainly evinced 
«© that they did not know what the antient bounds 
e of Acadie were when they drew up Durand's 
„ memorial, and conſequently that the whole 
« was a contrivance formed by them to over- 
reach and defraud the Engliſßu. They added, 
<« That the firſt ſyſtem of limits required much 
more ſubſtantial proofs to ſupport it than they 
<« were in poſſeſſion of: but that, as for this 
<« new-fangled one, whoſe contradiction of the 
e Other could admit of no ſort of defence, the 
<« leaſt flaw or defect found in it would bring it 
to the ground at once with. diſgrace ; not only 
A to the preſent forgers of it, but to all the mi- 
* niſters who had been in the management of 
affairs ſince the treaty of Utrecht, as it was 
* known to have been ſo long in agitation at the 
e court of France.” To this the reſt replied, that 
they were reſolved to venture it; and the rather 
as they had provided againſt all eyents, by order- 
ing forts to be built on the iſthmus of Cheignicto. 


This inſtance furniſhed the diſſenting miniſters 
with a new argument againſt the new ſyſtem ; 
8 1 * as 
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c as thoſe forts, they ſaid, would be a ſtanding 
“ witneſs againſt them, ſo long as they conti- 
e nued in being, that the firſt ſyſtem was not af 
& Durand's, but of their own framing ; and 
&« conſequently, that both the one and the other 
« were contrivances ſet on foot by them to de- 
& fraud the Engliſp of their right to the «whole of 
& Acadie in its greateſt extent.“ They added, 
« That this extraordinary meaſure, beſides being 
« a flagrant breach of the late peace, ſhewed a 
te diſtruſt on their part, that they ſhould not be 
& able, by the ſtrength of their evidence, to gain 
e their point, and therefore were determined to 
e ſecure it by foul means.” 


Theſe objections, as they ſeemed of ſome 
weight, occalioned new debates: however, the 
majority carrying it, it was at laſt reſolved to diſ- 
own their firſt ſyſtem, and raiſe another on a new 
foundation; namely, the above mentioned paſ- 
ſage of Denys, ſupported by that ſuppoſed not-to- 
be-ſhaken prop, the argument drawn from the 
words of the treaty, and alſo Port-Royal. 


This, my friend, is the ill- grounded new ſyſ- 
tem which our miniſters have formed, in order 
to deſtroy the well-grounded pretenſions of the 
Engliſh : a ſyſtem which, in the opinion of all ju- 
dicious perſons here, deſtroys itſelf; and has fixed 
a ſtain on the character of our miniſters, which 
they will never be able to wipe off. 


Having thus given you a ſummary relation of 
the origin of their ſyſtem, the great alteration 
which hath been made in the firſt plan, and the 
debates which palt relating thereto before it 991 
8 > 8 0 8 — > | agr 


[ 19 ] 
agreed upon; I ſhall,” in the next place, ac- 
quaint you with the ſucceſs' which it hath met 
with; and what is likely to be the fate of it. 


Our commiſſaries appointed to confer with 
thoſe! of the Engliſh, come to Paris for that pur- 
poſe, acted wrong at firſt ſetting out, whether of 
their ow]n heads, or by direction of the miniftry, 
I have not learned: for, as if aſhamed of the in- 
novation in the ſyſtem, or afraid to reveal it, they 
ſuffered the Eugliſd commiſſaries to ſend to them 

2 or 3 times, before they would let them know 
what their ideas of the antient limits were. This 
ill- timed ſhyneſs or reſervedneſs, you may be 
ſure, ſerved only to add to the ſurpriſe of the 
Engliſh commiſſaries; and enereaſe the ſuſpicion 
which the change of our ſyſtem gave them, that 
our court intended no fair play. 


However, the Exliſb commiſſaries, glad no doubt 
of the alteration; (as it furniſhed them with as ſt 
a proof as they could deſire of the ſyſttem of ours 
being an impoſture, and that the limits which 
they propoſed were of their own making), drew 
up a memorial, in which they did not fail to take 
advantage of that innovation. It was preſented 
on the 11th of January 1751 to our commiſſa- 
ries, who were extremely elated, when they came 
to ſee that the ſatal paſſages of Champlain were 
not cited by them; and complimented themſelves 
on the judgment which they had paſſed on the pe- 
netration of the Engliſß: not conſidering at the 
ſame time, that the Engliſb commiſſaries might 
have had no occaſion ior citing thoſe paſſages; 
and that, ſuppoſing the omiſſion of them had 
been owing to overſight, yet their memorial was 
penned with a great deal of judgment and ſtrength. 
— The 
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20 
The miniſters who voted for the new ſyſtem 
were particularly ſevere upon the two who op- 
poſed it; and took care to let them know, how 
* much inferior they ought to eſteem their diſ- 
cernment to that of the many which they op- 
* poſed.” The two miniſters, in ther turn, put 
them in mind, * that the negotiation was not yet 
* atanend; that they might expect a reply to their 
*« memorial or anſwer, which might ſupply the de- 
c fect(if it was one) of the Eugliſb memorial; and 
« that, in ſhort, if thoſe paſſages did not appear 
« in ſuch Reply, yet they could not be long con- 
& cealed from the inquiſitive eyes of ſome of the 
« Engliſh nation, who would make the diſcovery; 
© which, whenever it happened, would bring to 
5 light the impoſition, and fix on the whole na- 
tion in general, as well as themſelves in parti- 
&« cular, a brand of infamy, from which the King 
„ himſelf would not be exempted ; a conſidera- 
tion which, above all others, ought to make 
* them take care of what they were a-doing.“ 


The other miniſters heard this part of the re - 
monſtrance not without ſome concern : but their 
deſire to get the country of Acadie, ſo much the 
object of their wiſhes, out of the hands of the 
Enghſh, and the new hopes of fucceſs which 
their memorial had given them, for the reaſon 
aforeſaid, made them reſolve at all hazards to 
perſiſt in the courſe they had begun. If thoſe 
-+* paſſages, ſaid they, do not come to light be- 
“ fore limits are ſettled, we care not how ſoon 
« they are difcoverd afterwards.” Beſides, they 
flattered themſelves, from the patience with 


which the Engliſb had ſo long ſuffered the en- 


croachments of our people in Nerth America, par- 
ticularly 


2 
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ticularly in the country in queſtion ; the averſion 
which, ever ſince the treaty of recht, they had 
diſcovered to a foreign war; and from the formi- 
dable ideas which they ſuppoſed the late conqueſts 
in Flanders had given them of the French power. 
From theſe conſiderations, I ſay, they flattered 
themſelves that the Zxgh;þ miniſters would ſub- 
mit to any terms which they ſhould inſiſt on; and 
take their reaſons for diſputing their title to all 
Acadiò to be ſubſtantial, were they ever ſo weak 
or frivolous. And it is to theſe deſpicable notions 
which they had formed to themſelves of the 
power, as well as underſtanding, of the Britiſp 
nation, that the connoiſſcurs here aſcribe the 
impoſing manner in which the memorial of our 
commiſſaries, in anſwer” to that of the Engliſh, 

is written. | bt 


In this memorial or anſwer, it is ſaid that they 
have ſtuck at nothing which might ſerve their 
purpoſe ; nor loſt any advantage which could be 
obtained either by ſuppreſſing of evidence, miſ- 
quoting paſſages from our own authors, and giv- 
ing wrong tranſlations from thoſe of other na- 
tions; by cavilling at the moſt expreſs authori- 
ties, by diſputing the cleareſt facts, by pervert- 
ing the ſenſe of hiſtorians, and by putting forced 
and unnatural conſtructions on their words: in 


of falſe aſſertions, quibbles, and chicaneries. 


Our miniſters, like our writers, ſeem to have 
the vanity to think, that whatever they aſſert will 
be believed by all the world, without any farther 
proof than their bare #p/e dixit; and that ſtanding 

out poſitively in the wrong, will „ 
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ſhort, that they have been by no means ſparing - _ | 
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for granted that they are in the right an opinion 
very prevalent among children, whoſe actions are 
commonly governed by it: but then, you know, 
it is always aſcribed to the weakneſs of their un- 
derſtandingy, never to the ſtrength of their judg- 
ment. 1s the ſame apology, do you think, to be 
made for the conduct of our miniſters? or is it 
to be aſeribed to the faults of the heart, rather 
than of the head ? N 


However, our miniſters did not look on the 
above mentioned way of treating the ſubject in 
any bad light: on the contrary, they doubtleſs: 
conſidered it as an inſtance of their ſuperior ſkill / 
in the method of reaſoning and addreſs: in mana 


ging a controverſy, by bewildering their antago- 
niſts with a multitude of quotations, and:rtedious: 


reflections, which were to ſerve for arguments; 

every? thing, 

how clear ſo ever, they advanced; and by ob- 
liging them to anſwer a thouſand matters which 
no way relate to the - purpoſe: in order by that 
means to ſpin out the diſpute to ſuch a length as 
might take from the public an inclination to 
read it; as well as to puzzle their judgment, 
and, by ſuch a variety of matters mixed toge - 
ther in very methodical confuſion; render it dif- 
fieult to diſcover, either what were the main 
points in queſtion, or which party had the advan - 
tage on their ſide. e 


This memorial was delivered to the Enghiſ 
commiſſaries on the 4th of Oœober 1751; and as 
the year 1752 paſt away without their recerving 
an anſwer, they began to flatter themſelves that 
their elabotate performance was unanſwerable, 

0 at 
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at leaſt that it would not be anſwered ; and in that 
perſuaſion had committed it and the Engliſʒ me- 
morial to the preſs, with deſign to publiſn them 
by way of victory and triumph. The impreſſion 
was conſiderably advanced, when at length, on 
the 23d of January 1753, the much dreaded Ne- 
ph came, which was to bumble their vanity, and 
blow up their ſyſtem, according to the expreſſions 
uſed by many, who praiſe it as being written with 
great perſpicuity and eaſineſs of ſtyle; with much 
modeſty and politeneſs, yet force of on; 
for its method in handling matters, and ſtrengteh 
of its arguments: in ſhort, this Repſy is conſidered 
here as a chef d'awvre, and as having given the 
ſyſtem of our miniſters its coup de grace. 


Tis ſaid their hearts failed them when ch 
ſaw it, for fear their fourberie ſhould be detecte 
although they had fortified themſelves againſt a 
diſcovery : yet ftill they had hopes, founded on 
the reaſons before mentioned. But when they 
came to read the Reph, and found that the quick- 
fighted writer had not only produced from Cham- 
plain the paſſages in queſtion, but many others of 
moment on the ſide of his nation, which they 
themſelves perhaps had not diſcovered; great, no 
doubt, was their dejection and confuſion, at leaſt 
for a while, and more eaſily to be imagined than 
expreſſed: for which reaſon I will leave you to 
your own ideas to form a picture of them on the 
occaſion. 


In the midſt of their perplexity the two mini- 
ſters who had all along endeavoured to difluade 
them from purſuing their unjuſt deſign, did not 
fail to indulge their ſpleen, by putting them —1 
ela] 4 mind, 
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mind, that all which they had predicted was in 
effect come to paſs; that their ſyſtems were 
e demoliſhed, by bringing one to deſtroy the 
other; that their falſities, wrong citations, 
4“ miſtranſlations, perverſions of paſſages, their 
„ cavils, quibbles, evaſions, and chicaneries, 
<«. were all expoſed: in ſhort, that their ſyſtem of 
limits was proved to be a manifeſt forgery, 
«* contrived to defraud their neighbours of a ſpa- 
« cious country, which their predeceſſors, ' with 
« the conſent of the King, had ſolemnly yielded 
up to them, and renounced all manner of right 
© to: that they had brought themſe!ves into ut- 
© ter diſgrace, and what was worſe had diſho- 
4 noured the nation, with the King at their head; 
* who could be only excuſable on a ſuppoſition 
&« that it was the ſole contrivance of his mini- 
« ſters, who concealed the fraud from him: that 
c his Majeſty would not have ſuffered them to 
proceed, if he had known how bad a fourida- 
„tion they went on; and in ſhort, that he is in- 
** capable of conſenting to ſuch an . 


action.“ * 


He adviſed them, therefore, as che 8 means 
to retrieve the injury done to all parties, to drop 
their deſign at once, make an apology for the 
miſtake. and acknowledge the pretenſions of the 
Engliſh to be ſtrictly juſt. He added, that it 
was not too late to do all this, ſince che affair at 

ſent lay only in the breaſts of the miniſters of 
nations, and was not become public. He 
added, that a blot was no blot till it was hit; 
« and that therefore, when it ſhould be known 
that they ſubmitted to the authorities found in 


6 Champlain; as ſoon as they were produced to 


„ them, 


4 
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te them, the world would be inclined to think 
they had overlooked them; and that, if they 
2 had diſcovered them before, they would not 
& have proceeded in an affair which they knew 
<< to be both groundleſs and wrong,” 


The miniſters in the oppoſition, patiently heard 
the reproaches of their colleague without reply : 
but, being enamoured with the charms of their 
darling ſyſtem, in anſwer to that part of his diſ- 
courſe which adviſed them to drop it, they ſaid, 
that they had proceeded too far in it to think of 
going back ; and that it would redound more to 
their diſgrace to acknowledge their error than to 
perſiſt in it. To own ourſelves in an error, 
continued they, would rather induce the world 
eto ſuſpect, than acquit, us of the fraud; where- 
nas, our perliſting to juſtify what we have done, 
1 might, at leaſt, incline them to think that, how- 
ever we may be miſtaken in our judgments, we 
* did not forge our ſyſtem, as you ſay, with 
e an intention to defraud our neighbours of their 
property. The only way therefore to pre- 
<« ſerve our credit, which as yet hath not been 
* impeached by any but the Engliſb, is to per- 
<« ſevere in ſupport of our ſyſtem z and take the 
<* remainder of Acadif from them by force, as 
% we have already begun to do, if they will not 
" give it up to us by fair means.” 


To this their antagoniſt replied, * That it 
„ would never be in their 2 to acquit them 
e ſelves of a concerted deſign to defraud the 
„ Engliſh nation any other way than by the me- 
< thod he propoſed : that if they perfited in 


their attempts, their varying ſo enormouſly in 
© their 
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& their report of the bounds would for ever 
&. faſten on them the imputation of fraud; which 
& their ſeizing on two parts in three of the coun. 
ee try almoſt at the beginning of the conferences, 
e by building forts on the iſthmus of Chiguicto, 
e would confirm beyond all doubt; nor would, 
« continued he, your taking the remainder 
« from the Engliſh acquit you of the charge of 
“ defrauding them, unleſs you can make it ap- 
«© pear that the way to atone for one flagrant 
piece of ' injuſtice is to commit another.“ 


* 


This expoſtulation of the two miniſters had no 
more influence than the former on their colleagues, 
who reſolved to proſecute their project, right or 
wrong; and fince they found it would be in 
vain to «undertake to anſwer the Engliſh Reply, 
which, in reality, is unanſwerable, they deter- 
mined to be filent, and purſue other meaſures. 
They had already employed beth fraud and force. 
Of this laſt the world was already ſenſible, and 
would, they knew, be ſoon made acquainted with 
the other. Since, therefore, they ſaw they muſt 
be condemned in the opinion of the world for 
what they had already ated in both thoſe capa- 
cities; they judged they had as good go thorough 
ſtitch with the work, and make uſe of the ſame 
inſtruments to compaſs their deſign. 


Having reſolved therefore, without more de- 
lay, to ſcize the peninſula of Acadie by ſurprize, 
they gave orders at Breft and other ports to fit out 
ſhips with the utmoſt diſpatch and ſecrecy, to be 
ſent on that expedition. But, as they were ſenſible 
that an event of this nature, when it came to be 
known, would make a great noiſe in the world, 

a z TO and 
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and cauſe them to be condemned for. breach of 
treaties, they reſolved to diſtribute the Engliſh 
memorials and their own anſwer, without the 
Reply, at all the foreign courts of Eurape; in or- 
der to prejudice them in their favour, and render 
them the more eaſy to receive their juſtification 
when there ſhould be occaſion for it, 1 


In vain did the two oppoſing miniſters remon- 
ſtrate, That they ought to have no dependence 
on their memorial; that, with all the artifice 
“ employed in drawing it up, it was far from 
« being a ſatisfactory anſwer to the memorial of 
* the Engliſb commiſſaries, or from containing any 
thing ſufficient to invalidate the ſtrength of 
the evidence on which their pretenſions were 
founded: that beſides, their ſuppreſſing the 
„ Reply to their anſwer, a circumſtance which 
could not be long unknown, would not. only 
render their cauſe ſuſpicious, but would be 
* looked on by thoſe courts where they preſented 
their memorial, as an attempt to impoſe on 
them, by offering them a partial, | ag. unfair 
* ſtate of the controverſy.” | | 


The other miniſters anſwered, 92 That if their 
„memorial did not overthrow the Znglib pre- 
* tenſions, yet, it was ſo contrived, by the great 
** quantity of mixed matters of different kinds, 
and the method obſerved in anſwering the ob- 
ections of the Engliſh, as well as in ſupporting 
their own allegations; that, at leaſt, it would 
e render their pretenſions doubtful, and puzzle for 
“ reigners in whoſe favour to decide, which was as 
«much as they then aimed at: that, belides, as 


their diſtributing the memorial was deſigned only 
E 2 & for 


1 
© for a temporary expedient, to amuſe the world 
«© till ſuch time as they had gained their point; 
% when that was accompliſhed they minded not 
&* how ſoon the deception was diſcovered, \nor 
% how much the courts of Europe reſented the 
« impoſition. They added, that France ſtood 
« in no fear of any of her neighbours,” and 
« deſpiſed either their reſentment or their re- 
« proaches z that it was their buſineſs, at any 
« rate, to enlarge and aggrandize the Gallick 
«© empire: advantages which ought not, they 
“ ſaid, to be loſt out of any pretended ſeruple to 
e yiolate the laws of conſcience or juſtice; and 
that, if what was neceſſary for the benefit of 
* their country could not be had from thoſe 
«© they were in peace with by fair means, it was 
« Jawful for them to make uſe of either ſtrata- 
« gem or force to compaſs their ends; and this 
they thought ſufficient to juſtify them in what 
„they were then about.” 1 


They were determined therefore to diſtribute 
their memorial, without the Reply, at the ſeveral 
European courts as ſoon as they found it conve- 
nient. But as they knew all this precaution 
would, be of no avail in cafe the Engliſb ſhould 
print it, they found it abſolutely neceſſary, if poſ- 
ſible, to prevent the ſame. Tocompaſs their end 
they acquainted the Enghfo miniſters *© That they 
* had made a conſiderable progreſs in printing 
the memorials of both nations: but that, as it 
ſeemed beſt to ſettle matters between the two 
„ crowns without troubling the world with their 
* diſputes; they, on farther conſideration, were 
© willing to ſuppreſs the edition, fo far as — 
| | = 1 en 
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e been printed, provided the nne 
66 would re GEE Pak an 99:6) 3 
| This propoſal, the Engijwinifiers; whis fur 
pected no deceit, agreed to; and as they had 
not yet committed the memorials to the han laid 
the thought of it entirely aſide. Ours, on the 
contrary, proceeded to finiſh their im 3 
and as ſoon as the time proper for expoſing them 
was come, delivered them to the miniſters of all 
the foreign courts, not forgetting even thoſe of 
Great Britain; who, it is likely, were ſomewhat 
n at the unexpected Aan re 


However, the effects which our d pro- 
ſed from this artifice to dupe the Engliſh, were 

in a good meaſure fruſtrated by an accident which 
none could have thought would ever have hap- 
pened. For while they waited for the proper junc- 
ture to diſtribute their memorial, the Znyiifb author 
before-mentioned, moved it ſeems by the incroach- 
ments, as they are called, of our nation in Acadii 
or Nova-Scotia, took it in his head to write in de- 
fence of the Britiſh title to the whole of thoſe two 
countries united under thoſe different names, a- 
againſt the arguments advanced by father Char- 
levoix, in his Hiſtory of New France, to prove that 
by the treaty of Utrecht they were intitled to but 
a ſmall part of the provinces which they claimed. 
This little piece, which charges that hiſtorian 
with ignorance and want of moral honeſty; with 
chicanery, prevarication, miſciting authorities, 
and perverting the ſenſe of paſſages (in the ſame 
manner as our commiſſaries have been charged) 
with corrupting the words of authors, and even 
ef the treaty of Utrecht; in ſhort, with nume- 
rous 


„ | 
rous falfifications, and other literary crimes, littie 
leſs than forgery :. this little piece, 1 ſay, ap- 
232 above two months before our miniſters 

diſtrihuted their memorials, and it was im- 
mediately publiſhed in French, both at Paris and 
the Hogue. And as, among a great many other 
proofs in it, thoſe paſſages of Champlain, ſo often 
mentioned, were produced; it, in all probability, 
helped to prepoſſeſs foreigners in favour of the 
Exgiiſb pretenſions, and to prevent their being 
prejudiced by the memorial of our miniſters till 
fuch time as the Engliſb edition of that memorial, 
accompanied with the Reply, was publiſhed : of 
which notice was given at the courts abroad, as 
ſoon as that of our miniſters appeared at them. 

What was ſtill more unfortunate on the fide of 
our miniſters, who have in every thing been 
dupes to themſelves, they kept playing faſt and 
looſe, in the propoſals made by our ambaſſador, 
with thoſe of the Exgliſß, ſo long that they be- 
gan to perceive it was all an amuſement; and 
thence ſuſpecting the deſign of our naval prepa- 
rations, (which at laſt were diſcovered. by, or to 
them) gave immediate orders for putting ſeveral 
ſtrong fleets to ſea, In this they uſed ſuch dili- 
gence that, getting the ſtart of ours, they ar- 
rived in America before them ; attacked our fleet, 
took one or two of the king's ſhips, and prevent- 
ed them from * — in Acadii, as they 
deſigned, in order to diſpoſſeſs the Exgliſb of the 
peninſula, to which the) had before confined them. 


This diſaſter in hort overturned at once the 
darling project which our miniſters had ſo much 


ſet their hearts on, and to bring which to ny 
| | they 
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they had ſo long racked their brains, and invented 
ſo many ftratagems ; not ſerupling, ſo they eould 
but gain their point, which they deemed of the 
laſt importance, to ruin their own reputation, by 
breach of 1 8 as well as 
od opinion o r neighbours, by attempts to 
—— them, and hazard the welfare of the 
nation by engaging it in a dangerous war. Such 
daring things will miniſters undertake, who, more 
than ordinary zealous to enlarge the intereſt and 
power of their prince, ſtick not at any thing to 
compaſs their ends. Soon after this diſappoint- 
ment, or, if you will, defeat of our American ex- 
pedition, the Engliſp took from us our forts on the 
iſthmus of Chignifto ; and now, encouraged 
| theſe ſucceſſes; began to-ſeize our merchant-ſhips 
at ſea, and carry them into their ports, which were 
ſoon filled with them. This they did, and conti- 
nue ſtill to do, under pretence of indemnifying 
themſelves, as well for the great expences which 
our miniſters have put them to, by obliging them 
to ſer on foot, on this occaſion; all their forte 
both by fea and land (in which expences poffibly 
they intend to include the large ſubſidies given to 
foreign princes for aſſiſtanee) as for the damages 
ſuſtained for many years paſt, by the incroach- 
ments and depredations committed by our coun- 
try men of Canada, and their Indium, on the Eng-" 
liſb colonies. Ni „bs re 


- How will our miniſters be able 'to/anfivet 
iavolving our nation, by their unjuſt projects, in 
ſo many calamities, ſhould: the Emig compel 
them to make the ſatisfaction which they demang, 
over and above confirming their claim with fe- 
ſpect to Acadit ? Better, in thar caſe, the country 
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had been ſunk in the ſea, or ſwallowed up by an 


uake, and themſelves with it, than ever 
they ſhould have begun ſuch an Wr and unfor- 
tunate diſpute. 2007 4 | 


This, my friend, is * ſecret hiſtory of the 
conduct of our miniſters, and the methods taken 


by them to ſupport and carry into execution their 


ill-contrived, romantic ſyſtem ; which being 
founded in injuſtice, they ſaw could only be fup- 
ported by injuſtice : but all their artifices proy- 
ing ineffectual, they find themſelves and the na- 
tion immerged i in great perplexity, and likely to 
be involved in greater calamity, unleſs they, can 
extricate themſelves by an unjuſt war, of which 
they ought always to dread the event; or, what 


is more eligible, a good accommodation, pro- 
cured by doing juſtice to their neighbours, whom 


they have ſo highly mite and provoked. 


Methinks, in every thing our miniſters have 
acted wrong: their whole conduct ſeems to be a 


chain of obvious errors. May it not be ſaid they 
have been infatuated? Was it not enough to 
lay a ſcheme to defraud the Exgliſb of the greater 
part of Acadie, to the whole of which they have 


an undoubted right, as the whole was in the moſt 
expreſs terms given up to them by the treaty of 


Utrecht ? Was it not enough, I ſay, for our mi- 


piſters to lay the ſcheme to defraud them of that 
valuable province? (Alas! to our coſt we know 


it to be a valuable one!) But they muſt attempt 
alſo to impoſe on all Earope beſides, by a miſre- 


preſentation, as well as ſuppreſſion of evidence, 
Which it was impoſſible for them long to con- 


ceal ; and that only with a hope, a very uncer- 
4 "rain 
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tafn hope, of gaining their ends in America, by 
the conqueſt of the ſmall remainder” of Acadit, | 
which they had not yet feized, before their col. 
luſion ſhould come to be diſcovered. 


I repeat it, may they not be ſaid to have '* hi 
infatuated, in purſuing ſuch meaſures, which, 
however ſucceſsful, muſt have terminated with 
infamy to our nation; and juſtified the common 
reflection of inſincerity, and want of faith, which 
is thrown on us by our neighbours on all ſides ? 
will not the event eſtabliſh through Europe tlie 
proverb of Gallica fides; already received in 1 ſome 
countries not far diſtant ? 111 


The gaining of Acadit, it muſt be 4 
ledged, would be a point of vaſt importance; 
with reſpe& both to our power and commerce: 
but ſuppoſing it was greatly more advantageous 
to our nation than it would be, how could our 
miniſters think it for the intereſt of the French 
nation to purchaſe it with the ſacrifice of juſtice; 
honour, and integrity; which ought of all things 
to be moſt dear to every people, who would” be 
defirous to live in friendſhip and n "on 
other nations ? 


nk my friend, the . and dit. 
grace which our miniſters by their conduct in 
this unhappy diſpute have brought on the whole 
French nation; à diſhonour and diſgrace, ſo fla- 
gtant in its kind, as there ſeems ho hopes of ever 
retrieving it. For what court of Europe, to 
which the news of this deception hath or ſhall 
arrive, will ever treat the memorials of France 
| "Ht any degree of _— or * Every ſtate, 
| ut 
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but thoſe who have ſome dependence on the French 
court, on account of ſubſidies, or other adyan- 
tages, will for the future hold us in the utmoſt 
contempt, if not abhorrence: nor will leſs than 
a long ſeries of upright conduct be able to reco- 
ver our loſt re r or reinſtate us in the 


good opinion of our —— which we have 
loſt, 


| Theſe * reflections are guy aug- 
mented by the diſtracted poſture of our affairs. 
Our miniſters baffled, as well in their deſign of 
wreſting Acagie out of che hands of the ach, 
as in that of impoſing on the underſtanding oi 
foreign courts; are, for all the beſt faee which 
they put on it, in reality in the utmoſt confu- 
ſion, and at a loſs how to act. Their whole 
ſcheme was founded on a ſuppoſed certainty of 
ſucceſs; and as they never had the leaſt ſuſpicion 
of having their deſigns fruſtrated, they made no 
proviſion againſt a miſcarriage en ene never 


en PR 


Diſappointed as to their Abheben 
and having no fleets able to withſtand the Exgliſb 
at home, they know not what plan of meafures 
to purſue. They had originally but three courſes 
to take, to attack Flanders and the empire by 
land, to invade Great Britain by ſea, or to end 
a large body of forces wm. {461 


With regard to the Griſt; > our miniſters ave 
the mortification to ſce that the glory of France 
has received a ſignal check; as at appears, that, 
after all their threatening to pour in their troops 
into the — — they find * 

. yes 
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ſelves obliged to drop that project, and turn 
their forces ſome other way. - Have they not al - 
ready reduced the nation to ſuch an abject degree 
of contempt, that certain little ſtates, which here - 
tofore trembled at her ighteſt threats, and com- 
plied with almoſt every thing which we propoſed 
to them; have had the courage (I might fay aſſu- 
rance), not only to refuſe anſwering their demand 
with reſpect to what part they intended to take 
in caſe of a war-between — and Great Britain, 
but even to treat their dictatorial demand with 
marks of ſcorn and diſreſpect? Alas! how low 
has the late miſconduct of our miniſters brought 
the grandeur and majeſty of France, but lately 
ſo highly revered! This ſudden change ſhews 
how lidle the mightieſt kingdoms ought to rec- 
kon on their power and ſtrength, — not ſup · 
ported by a ſtrict adherence to juſtice and inte- 
grity; and how greatly a deviation from thoſe 
virtues may diminiſh the authority of a prince, 
which but a little before ſeemed to be elevated to 
the higheſt pitch, and fixed on a baſis not to be 
ſhaken, Alas! it was this which tempted our 
miniſters to tranſgreſs the ſacred rules of equity 
_ _— is to be — — ser: ſuf- 

rs for their preſumption end our _— 
may not ſuffer for ir ao! 


The hd courſe our miniſters bad to vids 
was to invade Great Britain; and as their pro- 
poſed irruption into Flanders has met with a ſt 
it ſeems to be all we have for it on this ſide of the 
Atlantic ocean. I he project alſo ſeems to be re- | 
ſolved on. Already the troops from the interior 
parts of France are marched towards the coaſts 
—_ the Channel, with an intent to line them 
1 | from 
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from Breſt to Dunkirk; and it may be preſumed, 
that the miniſters, from what they have already 
acted, are capable of attempting to carry this 
ſcheme into execution. But muſt not you think, 
my -triend, as well as I, that this muſt be a 
moſt deſperate undertaking, and carry alon 8 
with it the marks of a thorough Don Nite © 


Let us duly lookder the caſe a lirtle. If Ke 
make a deicent, it will probably be on the neareſt 
coaſts, as it may poſſibly be effected in one dark 
night, and the convoy to the tranſports may re- 
treat out of danger bofore the Engiih are prepa- 
red to incercept their paſſage; which could hardly 
be expected in caſe the forces were to be landed 
in Scotland, or the more northern parts of England. 
But as they can make the deſcent conveniently 
only in ſome particular places, is it not to be pre- 
ſumed but that theſe places will be well guarded 
both by ſea and land? and that, if our veſſels ſhould 
be diſcovered on their approach (as | ſhould think 
they mult), the Exgliſb men of war on that ſta- 
tion, as well as the forces on ſhore, would hold 
them in play till ſuch time as other Eng/z/o ſhips 
would come to their aſſiſtance, In ſuch à con- 
zunEure, we muſt give all our tranſports f: r loſt, 
beſides what may be deſtroyed of the King's ſhips. 
Then as to the troops, ſuppoſing them all to be 
ſafe landed, to the number of 15 or 20,000 men 
(which are the moſt we can imagine could be 
landed at one time), what could they do againſt 
the enemy, who, we are told, have 30 or 
60,000 ſoldiers on foot, beſides milita, and 


what foreign troops will come to their aſſiſt- 
ance? 


You'll 


number of Jacobites, who joined P—— E 
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- Yow'll ſay, that embarkation of troops will be 
followed by another. Not immediately, ſure, un- 
leſs all our tranſport: veſſels and King's ſhips ſhould. 
return ſafe; and, in caſe they ſhould, we could 
not hope to land any more at the ſame place of the 
coaſt, nor within a conſiderable [pace on each ſide, 
as to be ſure thoſe. parts would be ſtrongly guard- 


ed by men af war; and, if the ſecond body of for- 


ces be landed at a conſiderable diſtance' from the 
firſt, in all probability both will be deſeated and 
deſtroyed before they can have an Wan GIG of 


| Joining each other . 


[ hope our miniſters do Not fatter themſelves 
with the expectation that our troops will be joined 
by any conſiderable number of mal- contents. That 
would be, I fear, a fatal deluſion; Whatever 
room there might have been for ſuch a hope ſome 
years ago, care has been taken ſince to curb the 
ſpirit of rebellion, and reſtrain the aſſembling of 

iſaffected perſons. This is manifeſt in the (mall 


in 
his late progreſs through great part of England; 
when the number of Eugliſb troops then on foot 


to check them was but very ſmall to what it is at 
reſent. Beſides, there never was ſuch a ſpirit 
— among the Exgliſb as on this occaſion, as 
if all parties were united againſt the deſigns of our 
miniſters: ſo that we can have but very few, if 
any, friends to reckon upon; and even thoſe few 
would not venture to appear, unleſs our troops 
ſhould gain ſuch, ſignal and ſucceſſive victories, as 
might give them reaſonable hopes that our forces 
would entirely ſubdue the whole Britiſh nation. 


But ſurely nothing can be more. chimerical, 
than to ſuppoſe ever ſuch an event as this ſhould 


happen ; 5 
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happen; as if it could be poſſible that all the for- 
ces which our nation ſnould be able to land, ſup- 
poſing them to be 30 or 40, ooo, ſhould ever be 
able to conquer 8 or 10 millions of courageous 
people like the Eugliſu. On the contrary, it is 
to be with good reaſon apprehended, that if 

double the number I have mentioned of troops 
thould be landed in England, very few, if any, 
would be left alive to return to France; conſider- 
ing what a dreadful ſlaughter muſt neceflarity be 
the conſequence whenever the troops of the two 
nations ſhould meet in battle; as the French would 
be animated by their natural bravery, and the 
Engliſh edged on by indignation and refentment. | 


*Tis ſaid they look upon the conduct of our 
miniſters in this affair as one of the moſt atro- 
cious impoſitions and affronts that ever was at- 
tempted to be put on any nation; that this pro- 
vocation, added to the great antipathy which they 
have to our nation, whom they look on as their 
natural enemies, has ſo keenly irritated them, 
that they will riſe to a man, if requiſite, to op- 
poſe an invaſion: and many of the moſt ſanguine 
ſort have, on this occaſion, been heard to fay; 
that they could wiſh a million of Frenchmen would 
come over, that they might have the pleaſure ta 
revenge their quarrel by deſtroying them all. So 
heinouſly, it ſeems, they in general take this af- 
fair, ſtigmatiſing us with the epithets of perfidtons, 
treacherous, fraudulent, deceitful, circumventing, 
audacious, and the like; not conſidering, that 
whatever injury may be done them, it is the act 
of our miniſters, not of our people, ho are, for 
the general, diſſatisfied with the meaſures they 


are taking. j 
% ern The 
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The third courſe therefore, namely, the ſending 
troops to North America, to oppoſe the Zxglifh in 
that part of the world, ſeems to be the moſt ra · 
tional and promiſing of ſucceſs of the three. 
And indeed it is with a view to diſguiſe ſuch 2 
deſign, that, in the opinion of many, our troops 
have been ordered to march towards the coafts 


If this be their intention, our miniſters ate 
doubtleſs purſuing a right meafure: for, not- 
withftanding the Eng/ifb miniſters have hitherts 
ated with uncommon-ſecrefy and circumipedti 
as well as beyond what might haue 
been expected from them, into the deſigns and 
| ſchemes of ours; yet there is a probability that 

their attention may be fo much taken up with 
preventing the ſuppoſed invaſion from the French 
coaſts, that they will neglect the no leſs 1mport- 
ant affair of their colonies, and give us an 
tunity of tranſporting a ſufficient number of for- 


ces to America 


Beſides, while the Exgh/o are ſo divided there, 
flow in their operations, and in no ſmall confu- 
fon for want of union, as well as good regula- 
tion, if we can but ſlip men thither from time to 
time, e may be able to ſtand our ground, and 
cut-out abundance of troubleſome work for 
them. Hitherto, for want of ſufficient forces 
from Great Britain, and ſending à large ſum of 
money over to raiſe” forces out of the xalonies, 
they have done but little againſt us: nor will 
they ever be able to do us much miſchief, ſo long 
as they are ſo ill prepared, and do things by 


halves. But ſhould once the thought —_ 
| cir 
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their heads, to muſter all the ſtrength of the nor- 
thern provinces, and, in conjunction with ſome 
European troops, attack Quebect; they would put 
an end to the quarrel there at once, and ſecure 
themſelves for ever after from being annoyed, ei- 
ther by our people or the Indians, who would 
by that means become their friends and allies. 
Till this is done, we have not much to a 

hend from them: but it is our good fortune, that 
the Engliſb often overlook the moſt obvious ad- 
vantages, and do not always ſhoot at the right 
mark. I have been poſitively aſſured, that they 
might very eaſily have driven us beyond the ris 
ver St. Laurence the firſt campaign, if they had 
taken proper meaſures '; whereas now we are 
ſtronger than ever we were to the ſouth of that 
river in all parts, excepting in Nova Scotia, which 
we fo unhappily loſt, and I fear irrecoverably+ 
J won't ſay, however, by any neglect or miſcon- 
duct 6n our fide, oo in che breach"of an. 


By all means, therefots, the uttémtiem of our 
liſters ſhould be continually turned towards 
America; which, after all, is the proper place for 
carrying on the war: for it is evident chat we 
ſhall get nothing by confining it to Europe, far- 
ther than in making repriſals on the Engliſh ſhip- 
ing, by our privateers and the king's ſnips. But 
then, the Engliſb have got ſo far a- head of us in 
that article, and ſeized ſo great a number of our 
merchant- men, that we ſhall hardly ever be able 


to come up with them. Nay, at the rate they 
go on, backed with ſuch formidable fleets, they 
ſeem determined not to leave us any, as well as 
to deftroy all the king's ſhips,” if they can come 


| at — but, the Holy Virgin be W 
ve 
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have ſtrong ports for their ſecurity; and yet, un- 
leſs they put to ſea, what will become of our 
trade? oh | 


. £ 


This has indeed been attributed to our king's 
lenity : but was in reality owing to the conſterna- 
tion which that unexpected, but well-judged pro- 
ceeding of the Engliſh, threw our miniſters into, 
and the diſtractions which in conſequence di- 
vided their councils, not knowing what method 
to reſolve on; ſome adviling one thing, ſome ano- 
ther, and ſcarce two agreeing, in the ſame ſenti- 
ments. Mean time our merchants knew not 
what conſtruction to-put on their delay in coming 
to. a reſolution. - It was rumoured, that ſome 
who were moſt forward for puſhing the ſyſtem 
of antient limits, were ſeized with timidity, in- 
fuſed into them by the reſolute behaviour of the 
Engliſb; who till then, they imagined, durſt not re- 
ſent even worſe injuries than thoſe they had done 
the: that others were ſeized with a fit of re- 
morſe, for having given into a diſhonourable 
ſcheme to defraud them of a country which had 
been ſo formally yielded to them; while ſome 
were for making up matters with the Exgliſb, and 
granting their demands. Not only, as they had 
reaſon to believe by their reſolute behaviour, that 
they would not ſuffer themſelves to be impoſed on: 
but alſo from a ſenſe that it was not in the power 
of our nation to ſupport the ſyſtem of our mini. 
{ters even if it was juſt; and that their miſcarrying 
in their attempt would bring no leſs diſhonour on 
the nation than the fraudulent contrivance itſelf. 

In fine, ſome went ſo far as to ſay, that an ac 
commodation with the Engl was actually agreed 


* 
- 
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on by our miniſters; and that they ſuffered them 
to take our ſhipping, in order to indemnify them- 


ſelves- for the expences we had put them to by 
our incroachments in America on the Britiſb terri- 
tories, in conſequence of that iniquitous ſyſtem. 


If this was really the deſign of our miniſters, 
in ſuffering thoſe captures to be made, I cannot 
but think it was as iniquitous as their ſyſtem; 
and that they have treated our nation no leſs inju- 
riouſly than they have done the Engliſb: although 
that is nothing to be wondered at in French mini- 
ſters, by whom we have been reduced to the ſtare 
of ſlavery, in which we are now involved; and 
from whom, conſequently, we can never expect 
any good merely for our own ſakes. 


Prejudiced people, and thoſe of ſmall reflecti- 
on, are mightily incenſed againſt the Enghfh for 
ſeizing our ſhips. They judge, from what the 
nation ſuffers, without conſidering the provo- 
cations we have given them for a long courſe 
of years. We not only took all opportunities of 
encroaching on their territories, and building 
forts, as they complain, on their frontiers, but 
in the very time that a negociation was on foot 
for ſettling the limits of Acadie, our people not 
having patience to wait for the determination, 
ſeized on all the northern part on the continent, 
to the ſouth of St. Laurence River; and built forts 
on the iſthmus of Chignecto and at St. Jobn's Ri- 
ver, before the conferences were well begun. As 
if our miniſters (without whoſe orders or conſent, 
to be ſure, it could not be done) were determin- 


cd, as the £n2/#6 complain, to keep the country, 


" 
A, « 


* 
- 


F 


* — FS I” =” 


[ 43 ] 
right or wrong, and even though the diſpute 
ſhould. be decided againſt them, 


This ſtep, indeed, ſeemed to e a conltivet: 
neſs that they were in the wrong, and that the 
point would be decided againſt them, as in effect 
it is. It was, beſides, a notorious infraction of 
the peace and inſult on the Engliſb nation, who 
yet ſubmitted to all this, till they were waked out 
of their lethargy by our troops . en f the Ohio 
country, and building forts, firſt on the ſouth- 
eaſt ſide of the Lake Erie, then on the Ohio itſelf; 
after taking that of the Eugliſb, and driving chem 
back over the Apalachian = Alen mountains 
into Virginia. | | * 


The Engli ih, alarmed at theſe hoſtilities, and at 
the preparations which our miniſters were making 
at Breſt and other ports, for ſupporting them, as 


well as to put Canada and our other American poſ- 
ſeſſions, in a good ſtate of defence; or, as the 
give out, to conquer by ſurprize the peninſula of 


.Acadie, which remained in their hands: the Exg- 


lib, alarmed, I ſay, at length by theſe proceed- 
ings, and more ſtill by our miniſters at foreign 


courts menacing an invaſion, began to concert niea- 


ſures, not only to avert the dangers which threat- 


ened them; but alſo to indemaity themſelves for 


the loſſes and damages which they alledged to 


have ſuſtained by our incrogchments. They be- 


gan to put the jaſt of thoſe two reſolutions in 


execution, by taking our ſhipping, without de- 
claring war or giving us any warning; and by the 
rapidity of their ſeizures, have gone a great way 
already to ruin our foreign trade. How can it be 
thought that God would aſſiſt the here cks, ſo 
viſibly as he has done in all their undertakings on 
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this vecafion, againſt thoſe who profeſs the holy 


catholick, and only true religion, if they were 
not in the right, and we in the wrong ? 


The merchants who have been ſallerers by 
cho captures; and they who have been preju- 
diced by their clamours, call them pyractes- and 
fea-robberies. The Engliſh, in this point, have 
exceeded us in politeneſs, as they only ſtiled our 
ſeizures in Nova Scotia and other parts of North 
America, encroachments or depredations. What 
Jam moſt concerned, and ſurprized at, is that our 
miniſters have adopted thoſe vulgar terms; and 
made ufe of them, as well in their late demand 
at the court of London, as in their declarations at 
thoſe of the other ſtates of Europe: becauſe it 
ſeems to diſcover vexation more than reſentment; 
-and is like ſhewing their: teeth when they cannot 
bite. In reality, the flighty coolneſs of the an- 
ſwer returned by the Engliſb miniſter, ſhews that 
they took it in the ſame light. However, it 
muſt be confeſſed that the only chance they have to 
bring them to a compliance, is to bully them in- 
to it, as often hitherto ours have done, How 
happy would it be for us if we had ſome of their 
former miniſters to deal with ! 


The more ſober and conſiderate people, how 
erer, among us take theſe proceedings of the 
"Engliſh in a different view: and from what 1 
have already ſaid upon the ſubject I may con- 
clude you reckon me one of that number. They 
ſay they cannot blame the Eugliſb: that the firſt 
hoſtilities, breach of peace, and depredations were 
committed by the French in America, as hath been 


already ſpecified ; and that therefore they had an 


undoubted 
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undoubted richt to make repriſals, as well as 20 
prevent a deſcent 3 by 


iving France of the 
means of affecting one. ere are many at 
Paris who will not hear of any right our neigh- 
bours have to call us to an account, aſthough, 


they are ready to allow, we gave them ſome pro- 


vocations in America: as if our nation had a pri- 
vilege to injure any other, at leaſt, the Exgliſb, 
with impunity. i er 


As to the charge that the Engliſb were the firſt 
aggreſſors, by the ſeizure of ſhips within the 
European ſeas; it is a doubttul caſe, which 
will be very difficult to decide, as there was a 
capture likewiſe on our part, at or near the ſame, 
time; the diſcuſſion of which muſt depend on the 
evidence of a date, which each party may be apt 
to ſtrain in their own favour. Beſides, from 


the action being committed by each party un- 


known to the other, it is manifeſt that both 
were equally determined to commit hoſtilities, or, 
if you will, break the peace on this ſide of the 
ocean; and therefore the nation which gave the 
firſt blow may not be ſaid to be the aggreſſor 
more than the other. For any thing that ap- 
pears yet to the contrary, the ſeveral courts of 
Europe conſider the thing in this light, indepen- 
dant of the ſaid menace. But ſuppoling, at worſt, 
that the Engliſh were the firſt aggreſſors in Eu- 
rope, yet they know the conſequence of ſuch a 
proceeding; and if they thought fit to run the ha- 
zard of it, I do not ſee, for the reaſons afore- 
ſaid, that they are to be blamed. For my 
part, I muſt own, I join in opinion with thoſe 
who judge favourably of their conduct, and think 
that hitherta they have done nothing but what, 
1 14 4 in 
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in-the eyes of all impartial lookers · on, they may 


be able to juſtify both by the laws of reaſon and na- 


tions. I wiſn our miniſters could juſtify their 
conduct half ſo well, or had taken their meaſures 
half fo judicioufly. Confidering the conduct of 
our neighbours under former adminiſtrations, eve- 
ry body here is ſurprized at their reſolution, firm- 
Heſs, wiſdom, and; above all, their profound ſe- 
crecy, in this. Every thing ſeems to be carried 
on in a ſeries of prudent meaſures, which they 
change for the better wherever any thing falls 
amiſs: they apply remedies as ſoon as ever a 
defect appears in their plan of operations': offi- 
eers and governors are removed on the leaſt miſ- 
behaviour : they fteadily purſue the ſeveral points 
they have in view: the whole goes on eaſily, as 
in a regular piece of clock-work; and nothing 
tranſpires of their deſigns till they come to be 
ut in execution. Such conduct muſt command 
| is; and is like that which prevailed when 
England was attacked by the invincible armada of 
Spain. Can we hope that our fleet ſhall have bet- 
ter fortune? | 0 


Whence can this ſtrange alteration in Britifh 
councils proceed ? Is it owing to the ſuperior ca- 
pacity and integrity of the preſent ſet of miniſters 
who are placed at the hem? A great deal, no 
doubt, is to be aſcribed to thoſe happy inci- 
dents: but there is another advantage on the ſide 
of the Engliſh on this occafion, which contri- 
butes greatly to this felicirous ſnuation of their 
affairs; an advantage which I could from my 
ſoul wiſh'was on my country's ſide, and that is, 
the uprightneſs of the intentions of the Engiiſb 
court, and 'the manifeſt juſtice 'of their wy 

rom 
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From this ſpring flows wh am. which 
they at preſent ſeem to be in full pafleGon! of, 
among which, are to be accounted as chief; a 
formidable alliance abroad, and unanimity. at 
home, invigorated by the preſence of a warlike 
king and dauntleſs prince; as well as, with a re- 
ſaulote ſpirit in the people, the like of which, it 
is ſaid, hath hardly ever appeared in the nation 
before. 


It is very evident, that the laws of nature and 
ſociety are naturally calculated to favour and ſupr 
port the cauſe of juſtice, independently of the 
interpoſition of , providence : but when both ſeem 
to unite: againſt us, may I not well ſay, that our 
miniſters are tempting the wrath of Heaven, as 
well as of the Earth againſt them? And be- 
ing left to ourſelves, unaſſiſted either by God or 
our neighbours, is it poſſible our miniſters can 
expect a happy iſſue of their projects? Ought 
they not racher to fear that they will bring down 
greater evils upon us? And if they ſtill obſti- 
nately perſiſt in their unjuſt meaſures, will they 
not give the world too much room to believe, 
that they think providence hath no part in the 
government of mundane affairs; and that, in ſhort, 
it is tied to the longeſt ſword and the "0008 
cannon? 
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Our court ought not to fatter itſelf with the 
hopes of bringing the Engliſb to lower their terms 
of accommodation. I heir miniſters ſeem to 
have taken particular care to provide againſt that 
neceſſity, by the great preparations and alliances 

which they have made. They are doubtleſs de: 
termined at leaſt to have nay inch neden 
em 
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them which they may be intitled to by the 
of Utrecht, confirmed by that of Aix FA Chappelle, 
before they enter into any treaty, This appears 
from their remarks on the demands of our court; 
and if this was not their fixed reſolution, can it 
be ſuppoſed that they would put themſelves to 
ſuch an immenſe expence? Can it be imagined 
that the vaſt ſums of money beſtowed on ſubſidies 
on this occaſion, are deſigned to enrich foreigners 
to the impoveriſhing- themſelves ? or to procure, 
by-giving up any of what they hold to be their 
Juſt pretenſions, a peace which they might have 
had at firſt by the ſame means, without load- 
ing themſelves with ſuch intolerable burthens? 
No, it can never be thought that ſo many milli- 
ons as it muſt coſt them are deſigned to be thrown 


away. 


They have experienced the ill effects of ſuch 
temporary expedients, which, to ſave a. little 
more expences, after being at a vaſt deal, have 
left things unſettled, as they were before, with- 
out remedying the inconveniencies. By this ill- 
adviſed parſimony, every peace made by former 
miniſters had'only ſerved as a truce ; not to ter- 
minate the war, but to pur off the evil for a time. 
This pernicious practice has put the nation to 
infinitely greater charges than if they had been 
at all the expence at once which it would have 
coft them to put their affairs on a good, as well 
as ſtable footing. | 


For this reaſon it hath been the policy of our 
court, which is ſenſible of the advantage, to act 
in ſuch a manner as to oblige the Enghſb to ex- 
pend their riches in procuring alliances and even 

5 | to 


e 
to make war from time to time, to oblige them 
to expend them the faſter. It is true, this policy 


puts the king to a vaſt expence of treaſure; but 


then it exhauſts the finances of the Eugliſb infinitely 
more. By this means we have brought them to 
ſuch a pals, that in a few years they muſt have 
been forced to give up to our king, not only all 
which they have pur themſelves to ſuch infinite 
charges to ſave, but alſo themſelves into the bar- 
gain; and be reduced to ſubmit to the po- 
er of France, without the expence perhaps of 
either blood or treaſure. Seeing therefore that 
they can have no laſting peace otherwiſe, they 
ſeem determined to make one effectual effort, by 
exerting all their ſtrength, let it coſt hat it will, 
to procure the terms which they in juſtice expect. 


Thus, by one extraordinary expence they pro- 
poſe to avoid continual extraordinary expences z 
and for the future to ſave the millions laid out in 


ſubſidies. Theſe, draining the nation of its wealth, 
and requiring more than it could ſpare, has in- 


volved it fourſcore millions in debt, Englifo 
money; which amount to more than 1600 mil- 
lions in ours. A moſt prodigious ſum almoſt 
beyond a Frenchman's conception or belief. 


It was thought by our miniſters, at the treaty of 
Aix la Chappelle, the Engliſh were exhauſted t 
ſuch a degtee that another war would go near 
to do their buſineſs. This, then, is the criti- 
cal war, if it ſhould come to that, by which, 
according as their miniſters manage it, our neigh- 
bours are to ſtand or fall. If they clap up a 
peace, as at other times, and leave things un- 
ſettled, they muſt inevitably be ruined, by re- 
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turning o their old Perpicious ſyſtem of making 

7 to go to war ag G 8 nd. perlevere 
ith. firmneſs in che courſe they have, begun, they 

97 8 infallibly. gain their ends at 3 and, 


| by the FFD Already mentioned, be able bere- 
LET 


to defend themſelves, againſt all 


world, 
5 ithout gs any . to \ their 


Note. 


2 | 4 1 — as which wil, 0 
TT in their. power to discharge them. 

1 am afraid. Soma, * our miniſters will 
Tk reaſon to repent this attempt to, force Adi 
out of the hands of the EigliſßB; and that it will 
appear in the end to be a very unfortunate quarrel 
10 Frante. It is apparent already, that we have 
brought them 2cquainted with their own ſtrength, 
and that. ee y will depend wholly 
on themſelves; for ſuch a ſupriſing change of 
e ſupparted by ſo much reſolution and 
good conduct, as hath not been known in Bri- 
tiſh. miniſters,” ever ſince the peace of Uzrecht, 
ſeems. to indicate, that, as ſoon as the ſtorm is 
blown over, they intend to train their mi. itia, 
and remove the pretence for ſubſidies. If it turn 
but otherwiſe, and the old med ſures ſhould take 
place agait our nation will have us fair à chance 
as they had before; and, by only purſuing their 
— ractice, of keeping them in apprehen- 
ſions of our power, ſo. as to induce them to 


continue paying bbs, we ſhall in a fey 19 7 


mote be ſure of our prey. 
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If the Engliſh, thus taught by. our: miniſters? 
ſhould baffle all their deſigns 3* if that nation, 
which before would never venture to face ours, 
without being aſſiſted by numerous allies, ſhould 
now, unaſſiſted, and alone, not only enter the 
liſts with us, bur defear all our attempts againſt 
them, both by ſea and land, what a dreadful 
diſgrace would it bring upon! the. Frexch natipn, 
ſo long held to be al maſt in vincible? In what 
contempt would it fubject our power, which 
could no longer be looked on as formidable? 
Had not therefore our miniſters better allow them 
their juſt demands, than to riſk" the loſs of the 
nation's fame, and our Grand Monarch's glory, 
by endeavouring to eſtabliſn their already ex- 
neee 9 as _ nw! TAIT N hen 
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Wen are  difparing with lis Es he: nals 
ſion of the lands along the Obia, as well as Ari; 
two countries of the utmoſt i to them 
for ſecuring their colonies. To ſpenk impartially, 
they cannot part with the firſt, withour expoſing 
cheir middle colonies to be inv aded by our 
or the Iadians in our intereſt ; nor can they let us 
have Acadit, without endangering their northern 
colonies, by ſuffering us to ay. them on that 
fide z and yielding a vaſt tract of coaſt, furniſhed 

with che beſt ports in all North Ameritu, from 
whence we might at pleaſure diſturb che kern, * 
commerce of all their plantation. 


What an abſurdity, then, muſt it be in the 
author of the Summary Diſcaſi vn, tœimagine that 
the Enpiifh, after refuſing at any rate to ſuffer the 
leaſt recudtion i in the bounds of Acadis, would yet 
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give. up to our King St. John's River. This 
would in effact be giving up the whole, under an- 
other. name; and parting with eee after be- 
Ing, r infinite charges ne Ate art 147 50h 
ww #8310 HEM 
We ou ght to content lee with che pal | 
ſeſſion of ; AGE and Louiſiana; and could our 
people contain themſelves within proper bounds, 
L believe the Engliſß would live in neigh- 
bourhood with them, and never think of taking 
either from them. This I have reaſon to believe ʒ 
becauſe they have made no attempts that way 
within our memories, and have even ſuffered our 
people to encroach much upon them. But I know 
not what a pacific, indolent people, rouſed out of 
their. ſupine. indolence, and too far provoked, may 
do... Buy ſetting up unjuſt claims to their territo- 
ries, aggravated by attempts, both of colluſion 
and force, to elt them out of their hands; we 
may provoke them, as firſt diſcoverers of North 
America, to ſet up a title to both Canada and 
Louisiana, and take them from us: as they might 
eaſily. do, were their colonies. united, or would 
only exert part of their ſtrength. Should this 
evil befal us, as 1 fear at length it may, it will be 
entirely owing to the perverſeneſs of our miniſters; 
who are doing all they can to force a liſtleſs people 
to action, whether they will or not, by puſhing 
impoſitions beyond all bounds. So that, after all, 
the Engliſ may have We to o f, a are 
their 1 friends. FE Ml 9 ww AMON 


8 othing could happen more unluckily 22 a 
war at this time, when France is ſo much divided 
within itſelf; and almoſt ready to break out in 
civil wars, between the clergy and the * 
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What advantages might not be taken by our 
neighbours on every ſide, to ſtrip us of all which 


we have from time to time wreſted from them; 

and who knows what they may attempt, ſhould 
our deſign againſt Great Britain miſcarry with con- 
ſiderable loſs? This poſture which our affairs are 
in, both at home and abroad, is certainly not agree- 

able to the wiſhes of our miniſters; for a 
they put the beſt face upon it, their being at a loſa 
how to act appears in all our meaſures, and per- 
plexity in our councils. There is a deſpondeney 
alſo, and a difſatisfaction, viſible among them ; 

which never fails to ſhew itſelf when the deligns 
which the minifters of any nation have in hand are 
not ſtrictly juſtifiable. This always creates a fear and 
diffidence, heig by a conſciouſneſs of guilt 
in the action, which diſtracts their judgments, and 
ofren throws them upon wrong meaſures.” On 
the nation may come off without loſs ar dif 
but 1 dare not wiſh our miniſters ae orags "Refi 


Things eee come to uch 2 pits that 
a very little time muſt determine the diſpute about 
the antient limits of Acadis, either by the ſword, 
which ſometimes hews down juſtice ; or elſe 
what is much more to be wiſhed, an equitable 
accommodation, ſuch as may give content to 
both nations, and reſtore laſting harmony, as well 
as peace, once more between them. But this 
muſt be brought about forthwith before our com- 
2 be quite ruined, otherwiſe it will be of no 
u 
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„This i878 happineſs. which: every lover of bis 
country muſt ardently deſire. But what hope 
is there, that our miniſters, who haue acted fo 
perverſely hitherto, will give ear ta rdaſan, till 
they ſee. our commerce uri hang, and our 


dae deſtroyed ? 


There is no redreſs, therefore, of our rafvira to 
be expected from them, To whom, then, 
ſhall we turn our eyes for relief? There. is only 
one reſource in our calamity, and that is the King, 
His Majeſty perceiving the commerce of his. 
ſubjects likely to be ruined, and his ſhips taken 
by the Exel, like a tender father, careful to 
protect his family, and procure fatisfaCtion for 
the injuries done to them, prepares to revenge their 
quarrel and his own., But then he believes the 
Ruęliſb to be in the wrong, becauſe his miniſters 
tell him ſo; and he gives credit to what his mi- 
nifters tell him, becauſe he believes they would 
not date to deceive bim in an affair of ſuch great 
importance. Mean while the myſtery. of our mi- 
—— ſyſtem is induſtriouſly concealed from his 
royal ears. It is a ſecret which they know ought 
never to be revealed to him ; as-they are ſenſible, 
that, juſtead of receixin the leaſt countenance 
gu incur his higbeſt diſplea - 

leading him, by falſe infor- 
mation, to commit an error which might ſully 
the glory of his reign; and bring numerous ca- 
lamities on his dominions, as well as his ſubjects, 
which he ſees already impending, . with. no ſmall 
anxiety, | as, he imagines his cauſe i 1s the 4 of 
werd elbe E ee ods 


« Was 


t&J:. | 
Was but Levis theWell-beloved made acquainted 
with the unjuſt part which his miniſters/ have 
acted, and have ſeduced him fo long to eſpouſe, 
his upright ſoul would inſtantly vindicate higown 
honour and probity, by putting a ſtop at once to 
their proceedings, He would not ſuffer them to 
carry their enterpriſe into execution, even though 
uc 


he was ſure it would be attended with | 
With a heart full of integrity, he ſcorns to be a 
gainer by doing injuſtice ; much leſs is he capable 
of forming a ſcheme to deprive any of his neigh- 
bours of their juſt poſſeſſions, either by fraud or 
force. 8 Wl, 


If therefore ſome faithful miniſter, or one of 
the two before mentioned, would impart to his 
Majeſty how little foundation there is for the 
ſyſtem, to ſupport which his miniſters are going to 
engage him in an unjuſt and bloody war; it is to 
be preſumed that he would not only confirm the 
pretenſions of the Engliſh to Nova Scotia or Aca- 
die, claimed under the treaty of Utrecht, as well as 
other lands in diſpute ; but alſo make them full 
ſatisfaction for the wrongs done them by his mi- 
niſters without his privity; and by that means 
diſſipate the tempeſt which having been raiſed by 
them, has alfeady raged, to the exceeding great 
detriment of his ſubjects, and threatens yer greater 
miſchiefs to his dominions. en 


A repreſentation of this nature would gain 
laſting reputation to the miniſter who ſhould 
make it, and retrieve the honour of the French 
nation, already greatly ſunk by the mal · conduct 
of the other miniſters; as well as procure more 


real 


. . 
real glory to our Grand Monarch, than could be 
8 by a ſucceſsful war. 


This is all, and yet too much, my dear friend, 
which I have to ſay upon the occaſion. What- 
ever further occurs of moment, I ſhall not fail 
to communicate it to you. In the interim, I 
have the honour to be, c. | 


Paris, Feb. 6, 1756. 
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Pag. 5. 1. 22. for as read than at. 
Pag. 6. 1. 11. for forced read dragged. 
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